Fayette Highland Metropolitan Housing Authority

Spring 2026NEWSLETTER Our Mission s to provide

decent, safe and sanitary housin
April 1, 2026 for low-income families. EQUAL HOUSING

The Fayette & Highland County Waiting Lists Rem&ing & A |

The Fayette Highland Metropolitan Housing Authority
has received notice from HUD (U.S. Department o
Housing and Urban Development) that due to a lac
of government funding and HUD guidelines regardirig
the length of the Waiting Listshe Waiting Lists will
remain CLOSED until further notice

Once the Housing Authority has been informed that funding Will
be resumed, the Housing Authority will be able to ppill
applications of the families who are already on the waiting lfsts
in order to proceed with their eligibility processing and mdke
the decision to reopen the waiting lists for future applicants.

When the Waiting Lists have been Opened, it will be announged
on the Fayette Highland Metropolitan Housing Authori
Websitewww.fayette-co-oh.com

If you follow the national news, you have noticed that the
gover nment has made sever al c |
United States along with funding cuts to government agenges.
This includes HUD (U.S. Department of Housing and Utpan
Development) which locally in Fayette and Highland countjes
funds the rental assistance and mortgage assistance progfams
for the Fayette Highland Metropolitan Housing Authority. The
good news is that the government is still providing funding Jfor
the current families in the program to allow the Housifpg
Authority to assist them in paying their rent or mortgage
payments. The bad news is that since September 15, 202%, the
government has stopped funding to enable the Hous|ng
Authority to bring on any new clients to the program. This Ras
caused the Housing Authority, with no other choice, butjto
CLOSE the WAITING LISTS for both Fayette and Highjand
counties.




What You Should Know About Housing Authority Inspections

NSPIRENational Standards for the Physical Inspection of Real Estate) is the HUD inspection model designed
to improve residents quality of life by prioritizing health, safety and functional defects in housing. It focuses
on three main areas - the unit, inside (common areas) and outside - to ensure homes are functional,
operable and free of hazards. There are 4 Key Aspects of NSPIRE Inspections:

1.) PURPOSETo0 ensure safe, habitable homes by focusing on functional, real time safety issues rather than
just appearance.

2.) SCOPECovers units (where residents live), inside (common areas, building systems) and outside
(building site, exterior).

3.) SCORING & CONSEQUEN#6perties are scored on a 0 -100 scale, with a minimum passing score of
60. Failing to maintain standards can lead to penalties, though specific, temporary compliance extensions
for certain deficiencies have been granted.

4.) PREPARATIQNLandlords should proactively inspect units, maintain building systems and correct
deficiencies before inspections.

NSPIREocuses on functionality. Inspections emphasize whether items work properly, such as ensuring heat
sources are operational, electrical outlets work and guardrails are secure. Inspectable areas include the
interior of the home, common areas like hallways, laundry rooms & systems and the building exterior,
parking & site.

In accordance with the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program requirements, in order to continue
participation in the program, your rental unit must be inspected biennially every 2 years. The Housing
Authority will schedule your inspection giving you a 30 -Day Notice of the date and time of your inspection by
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entry can be gained to the unit, common area spaces and heating facilities at the appointed time. Your
landlord may be present for the inspection. Please be prepared for the inspector on the date and time
scheduled. If you are not able to be there, please assign a representative over the age of 18 for the
inspection. If you (or a representative) are not present when the inspector arrives, you will be charged a
rescheduling fee of $15.00. If you have pets, please contain your pets to have NO ACCESS to the inspecto
or you may be charged a rescheduling fee of $15.00 for failure to contain your pets.

If you find it necessary to re -schedule this appointment, please do so 24 hours, in advance of the appointed
date. Please be advised that failure to allow the inspection or to reschedule the appointment within a
reasonable time period may result in the abatement of Housing Authority payments and/or termination of
the unit from the program. It is recommended that the unit be in good condition and clutter free for the
inspection. Tenant, be aware that the landlord can charge you for any damages that have occurred beyond
normal wear & tear.




OWNER AND TENANT INSPECTION CHECKLI

This checklist is designed to help you prepare the unit for inspection. This list does not cover every program
requirement. To avoid delays, please be sure that any work being done on the unit is complete and the unit is
ready for move-n. If the unit is not ready please call to reschedule the appointment. Program requirements do
not allow the Housing Authority to begin making payments until the unit has passed inspection. Please note that
if the tenant moves in before the unit passes inspection, the tenant will be responsible for the entire rent until
the unit passes and MHA approves the contract. S

§ Smoke detectors: One per floor (including basement, if applicable), and one placed within 10 ft of bedroom areas
installed with a working battery. S

§ Utilities: Utilities must be ON, so plumbing and appliances can be tested. S
§ Heating: The heating system provides adequate heat and is ready to be tested:; if gas the pilot light must be lit. S

§ Refrigerator and Stove: Installed with the power ON. (If tenant-supplied appliances are not in place for inspection
the inspector will need to verify them after you move -in.) S

8§ Windows There is at least one window that opens in each room used for living or sleeping. Windows made to open
must be able to open and have working locks. No broken windows, minor cracks are sealed. S

§ Bathroom Ventilation: There is either a window that opens or a working fan and vent. S

§ Kitchen: Provides enough space to prepare and store food. Cabinets, drawers, shelves, in good condition and
secure. S

§ Plumbing: Tubs, sinks, toilets, etc. are working properly. No leaks, stoppage or dripping. S
§ Water Heater. Pressure Relief valve and extension pipe are present. S

§ Lighting and Electrical Outlets: Living or Sleeping Areas: Two outlets per room or one outlet and one permanent
light. Kitchen: One outlet and one permanent light. Bathroom One permanent light, no outlet required. S

8§ Interior walls/ceilings : Structurally sound, weather tight and in good condition. Free of chipped or peeling paint,
holes or other hazards. S

§ Flooring: No serious defects or hazards, such as torn carpeting or loose tiles. S
§ Leaks No leaks, No water stains on ceilings, walls or around windows/doors. S

§ Exterior Doors: Adequate to provide safety (such as deadbolt locks). Locks can be opened from the inside without
key. S

§ Building Exterior : Structurally sound and weather tight. Exterior lighting is adequate to provide safety. Free from
hazards of lead-based paint. Address is clearly displayed. No debris, garbage, or inoperable vehicles in yard. S

§ Stairs: No broken, rotten or missing steps. Handrails are required where there are four or more consecutive
steps.S

8§ Porch and Balconies: Safety guardrails around a porch, balcony or deck area that is 2 ¥ ft or more above the
ground. S

§ Garbage Adequate storage and disposal facilities for garbage. S
8§ Infestation: No signs of roaches, mice or vermin.

Thank you for participating in the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program.

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact this office Monday | Thursday.
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Fruit Skewers

with Dip
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Spring Tulip Wreath
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b Get ahead of the game and stock up on
Make a checklistto stayontrack [ all necessary supplies in advance, Nz
with all cleaning and organization 73 2 especially kitchen & bath necessities like *a
projects. hand soap, air freshener, Viva® paper Il

towels, and Cottonelle® and Scott® bath tissue.

Don't take on too many projects at Warmer weather means outside fun.

stove then rearranging silverware
drawers, Viva® Vantage®.

Nothing says spring cleaning like a good

purge. Pick a room, take inventory of :
5 everyting youhave and make pies o é away boots, winter coats anq hats and

once. Start with one task in one room Clean dirt and grime off patio furniture
3 at a time, ike scrubbing the kitchen 4 and even the grill with the scrubby
Eep—— texture and cloth-like strength of

Good-hye winter, hello spring, Put

make room for sneakers, rain boots

' i , 2
keep and donate. Can't decide? When in and umbrellas.

doubt, throw it out.

Need  fow dicor pgrades? Get creative with storage to ensure ey

oqisio} y  Cal
Spring cleaning is the perfect time. 8 FPRYBg o 1 s e oty -

Add simple chic shelving to the ving :“::f"’: a':;%‘::‘m'gd:;‘:‘:n::‘k ==
room or colorful accents to the kitchen. . ' i

closet to store household items.

Make a little extra cash this Organizing tools can be both
9 spring and hold a garage sale, functional and stylish. Store extra

the perfect way to get rid of ." toilet paper in a cute wicker basket
unwanted items during the or paper towels on a decorative I I ’

annual clean. holder.




The Housing Authority Staff may also bé
Contacted by Email:

Fayette Highland

Metropolitan Housing Authority
121 E. East Street

- Executive Director

Tami Hinkley

Washington Court House, Ohio 43160 tami.hinkley @fayetteco-oh.com

Tel: (740)3357525

Jenni Jones - Housing Specialist

Fax: (740)335%644

www.fayette-co-oh.com jenni.jones@fayettec-oh.com

Office Hours

Tracy Snoke - Housing Specialist

Monday - Thursday7:30 am- 3:00 pm
Closed for Lunch Everyday Noeri:00 pm

tracy.snoke@fayetteo-oh.com
Arthur Johnson

- Housing Specialist

Friday the Office is Closed

Office Closed All Government Holidays

arthur.johnson@fayetteo-oh.com

T TROUGHT WE ALL AGREED
TO STAY OUT OF
FARMER JOHN'S BEAN PATCH!
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Andrews McMeel www.oxtrotcom Twitter/FB: @billamend

SPRING 15
PISTORBING




